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As we draw near to the end of Lent, the Gospel shows us an image of Jesus that we may 

not often consider: Jesus as a warrior going into battle.  

Now, the battle that Jesus enters into in this Gospel is not an earthly battle and it does not 

use earthly weapons or tactics. Rather, Jesus enters into a spiritual battle. Jesus confronts what 

St. Paul calls “the last enemy to be destroyed by God.” Jesus confronts death itself. And since 

this confrontation with death is a spiritual battle, Jesus comes armed not with the weapons of 

the world, but with spiritual weapons: charity and compassion and divine power.  

St. John tells us that Jesus loved Marth and Mary and their brother Lazarus. This love of 

Jesus for His friends leads us to some important questions: Why did Jesus not hurry to Lazarus 

when He learned that he was ill? Why did Jesus not heal Lazarus and spare Martha and Mary 

such sorrow and heartache? Why do we sometimes not receive the physical healing that we beg 

of God for ourselves and for our loved ones? Well, Jesus himself gives an answer to these 

questions. He said: “This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that the Son 

of God may be glorified through it.”  

You see, all things lead to God’s greater glory, when they are accepted with faith. The 

sufferings of this life and even death itself can become ways to glorify God when we trust in 

His plan, when we open our hearts to receive His grace, when we unite ourselves to the Lord’s 

own suffering that He endured for us. Indeed, suffering is not just A way to glory, it is THE 

way to glory. This is the heart of our faith. This is the story of Good Friday and Easter Sunday. 
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This love of Jesus for His friends moved him to deep compassion. St. John makes this 

clear in the shortest but one of the most beautiful verses in the Gospels: “And Jesus wept.”   

Just because suffering leads to glory, doesn’t mean that suffering is no longer painful; it 

doesn’t mean that death no longer hurts. We know this because Jesus himself mourned the 

death of Lazarus. Jesus wept. Even though He knew that death would not be the end, Jesus still 

experienced the deep pain of loss. And so, He knows our experience when we suffer. Jesus 

draws near to us when we mourn the death of one we love because He has experienced what we 

experience. But suffering and death are not the end. Not for Jesus and not for us. 

And Jesus makes this clear in the greatest of the spiritual weapons that he brings into this 

battle with death – Jesus shows this through His Divine Power. After four days in the tomb, 

after Lazarus’ body was already starting to decompose, Jesus ordered that the tomb be opened; 

He prayed to God the Father; and then He cried in a loud voice: “Lazarus, come out!”  

Here, Jesus was doing exactly what Ezekiel prophesied in the first reading: “Then you 

shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and have you rise from them, O my 

people!” Jesus, the warrior who confronted death, is victorious. Even death has no power over 

the One who is God and Man. Jesus brought Lazarus back to life simply by the word of his 

command.  

But this a sign of something even greater to come. When Lazarus was restored to life, he 

did not become immortal. Lazarus would die again.  
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In fact, one of the traditions about St. Lazarus is that he became a bishop in the early Church 

and served for many years before his “second” death.  

But the revival of Lazarus from the grave points forward to the resurrection that all of us 

will experience on the last day. When this world comes to an end, all of us will be raised in 

glory, just as Jesus was raised from the tomb. Then, in our glorified body, we will enjoy the 

new creation, where there will be no more suffering or death, where all things will be made 

new. This is what we profess in the Apostles’ Creed when we say that I believe in the 

resurrection of the body and life everlasting. This glorious gift will come through the same 

divine power of Jesus that brought Lazarus back from the dead.  

This promise of a share in the resurrection of Jesus comes to us through our baptism. In 

the Letter to the Romans, St. Paul reminds us that in baptism we were united to Christ in His 

death, so that we may also be united to Him in His resurrection. Through baptism, we die with 

Christ so that we can be raised to new life with Him.  

This is the profound gift that our three elect will receive at the Easter Vigil as they are 

baptized – to die to this world of sin and death and to rise victorious with Christ the Lord.  

For all of us, the challenge of the Christian life is that we should live out faithfully the 

promises of our baptism. As disciples of the Lord, we must remain in the new life that Christ 

has offered to us.  
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Jesus told his disciples: “If one walks during the day, he does not stumble, because he 

sees the light of this world. But if one walks at night, he stumbles, because the light is not in 

him.” As Christian disciples, we must walk always in the light of Christ, not wandering off into 

the darkness. As St. Paul says, it is the life in the Spirit which will grant us a share in Christ’s 

own victory over death.  

Our life in the Spirit is lived out through loving God and loving our neighbor. Loving 

God means that regular life of prayer, it means being faithful to the sacraments, especially 

confession and the Eucharist. Loving our neighbor means caring for those most in need in 

whatever way we can. It means praying for others that their hearts will be open to an encounter 

with the Lord.  

 

In these last two weeks of Lent, the Lord renews with us His promise of new life in 

Christ, a new life which will conquer even death itself. As the shadow of the cross grows closer, 

let us pray for the grace to see in the cross of Jesus the doorway to that new life. May the 

suffering that we experience here, in this valley of tears, lead us to greater union with Christ the 

Lord so that we may share in His glory.  


